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Dates for your Diary 

Friday 14 September 2018 6:30pm 
Heart of Oak 

presented by Gale Gould 
at Beaulieu Village Hall  

Monday 8 October 2018 6:30pm 
Development of Palace House 

presented by Bruce Bailey 
at Palace House, Beaulieu  

Friday 30 November 2018 6:30pm 
Airfields around Beaulieu 
presented by Dan Oxberry 

at Beaulieu Village Hall 

Subscriptions 

Membership fees of £5 per mem-
ber were due at the start of the 
calendar year. If you have not yet 
paid, you are encouraged to 
make an electronic bank transfer 
to Beaulieu History Society, sort 
code 20-53-53, account number 
90157031.  In the Reference box, 
please put your surname and 
what is being paid (membership, 
book, name of event), otherwise 
we may not know what the pay-
ment is for. 

If available to you, this is a pref-
erable alternative in cost and con-
venience to sending a cheque by 
post to the secretary Gillian 
Strathcarron at her address on 
the back page. 

Past Meetings 

Following the Annual General 
Meeting, rescheduled because of 
heavy March snow to 11 April 
2018, there were short talks on 
Beaulieu in the Early 20th Century. 
One was on Dorothy Burden, a 
long-lived and respected resident 
of Beaulieu who died in 1990 at the 
age of 103. The content of that talk 
is reproduced in 
this newsletter. 

Another talk 
was on the Boys 
of Beaulieu; 
following the 
lives of the men 
pictured in an 
early photograph of the choir of 
Beaulieu Abbey Church. A third 
introduced Edward Mudge; a pho-
tographer who produced thou-
sands of stylish photographs and 
postcards of the Waterside area 
including Beaulieu in the first half 
of the 20th century. 

On 27 April, the meeting looked at 
the work of painter and sculptor 
Charles Sykes.  It focused particu-
larly a three panel Triptych he 
painted in 1909 as an altarpiece for 
Beaulieu Abbey Church, and the 
Spirit of Ecstasy, his sculpture used 
as mascot on the bonnets of Rolls 
Royce cars to the current day. The 
talk by Ken Robinson, Anthony 
Norris and David Moore-Gwyn 
was in the church. Ken writes more 
of Charles Sykes in this newsletter. 

The Visit to Lepe on 15 June 
looked at the interesting history of 
Lepe House and its gardens, hosted 
by Emma Page whose family have 
lived at the property since they 
bought it from the Mitford family 
in 1879.  

 

Forthcoming Autumn Meetings 

On 14 September 2018, the talk 
Heart of Oak will be on the fasci-
nating story of the scarcity of tim-
ber in the 18th century. It was pro-
posed that parts of the New Forest 
would be sacrificed to overcome it. 
The speaker Gale Gould has under-
taken a PhD on the subject at 
Southampton University. 

There will be talk on the Develop-
ment of Palace House, Beaulieu on 
8 October given by Bruce Bailey, 
architectural historian and archi-
vist. He will focus on the extensive 
development of the house from the 
13th century to current times. Only 
a restricted number of members 
can be accommodated at this talk. 

At the end of November, we will 
have the talk Airfields around 
Beaulieu, postponed from earlier in 
the autumn. Dan Oxberry, a mem-
ber of the Friends of the New For-
est Airfields group will describe the 
rich heritage of flying in the area 
during WWII. 

 John Pemberton 

Editor’s Column 
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Dorothy Burden - Local personality 

At the April meeting of the Histo-
ry Society, Anne Coles gave a 
short talk on a remarkable lady, 
Dorothy Burden, who lived in 
Beaulieu from 1886 to 1990. The 
talk followed the gift to the Histo-
ry Society of Dorothy’s own col-
lection of press cuttings, photo-
graphs and other memorabilia, 
given by a distant cousin by mar-
riage, Elizabeth Hayson, to whom 
we are very grateful. 

Dorothy’s grandfather, James, 
came to live in Beaulieu after he 
married Emily Tarver (whose par-
ents were tenants of Park Farm) in 
Beaulieu Church in 1842. He was a 
vet, as was Dorothy’s father (and 
uncle). They had important and 
valued expertise when rural 
transport was still by horse and 
farming a major occupation. The 
family moved to Beaulieu Mill in 
1861/2. After his death in 1878, his 
widow, Emily, ran it until her 
death in 1891. Then two of her un-
married daughters, Jane and Clara, 
Dorothy’s aunts, took over the ten-
ancy until 1922. The meal they pro-
duced was distributed to local 
farmers as far away as Fawley. Al-
together the family were tenants in 
Beaulieu for some 140 years.  

Dorothy, herself, born in 1886, was 
christened in Beaulieu church. Ac-
cording to the Lymington Times, 
soon after she was born she con-
tracted whooping cough. Appar-
ently the doctor said to her mother 
‘Don’t worry about the child be-
cause it will never live’! She sur-
vived to 103.  

Born before Queen Victoria’s Jubi-
lee, at the height of Empire, in the 
age of steam, Dorothy’s life 
spanned two world wars, de-
colonisation, the Cold War and its 
eventual thaw. In Britain there was 
the popularising of the motor car 
(not least by Beaulieu), and the 
coming of regular air transport. 
Votes for women were finally 
achieved in 1918 and 1928. There 
was the development of the wel-
fare state in the 1950s. On the home 
front, radio and television arrived, 

as did a plethora of domestic elec-
trical appliances. So much change 
in a single lifetime. 

Dorothy was a weekly boarder at a 
private school in Hythe and then at 
Miss Banks’ establishment in Lym-
ington. Both her parents died when 
she was under 21, her mother in 
1902 and her father in 1907. Few 
occupations were then available to 
young women of her social class. 
So Dorothy became a companion, a 
respectable if limited career. First 
she went to a blind cousin, Miss 
Annie Rogers, who lived in Brom-
ley, Kent. She lived with and cared 
for her for 22 years until Annie’s 
death in 1930. Dorothy then re-
turned to Beaulieu to be compan-
ion to her aunt Clara in Warner 
House until Clara too died in 1943. 
Aunt Jane had died earlier in 1925. 
Dorothy, then in her 50s, stayed on 
in the house until 1982 when, be-
coming increasingly blind, she 
moved to care homes in Lyming-
ton. She never married.  

But a seemingly uneventful life 
does not begin to do justice to Dor-
othy’s role in Beaulieu. Not only 
did she have a keen interest in all 
aspects of village life, including the 
outlying farms, staying in touch 
even during the years when she 
was away; but she was an active 
participant and contributor to it. 
She was a long-time member of the 
local Women’s Institute, joining 
when Aunt Jane founded it. After 

her death, the late Fred Norris 
wrote of her kindness, how her 
door was seldom shut, and how, to 
quote, ‘she almost kept open 
house’. Admittedly obituaries are 
notoriously complimentary. But a 
contemporary of hers, writing in 
the 1970s, talks of her ‘capability’ 
and how she was ‘deeply respect-
ed’. Elizabeth Haysom, who knew 
Dorothy in her later years said that 
she was ‘feisty, ‘direct’, and ‘a lady 
of the old school’. 

She sustained her interest in the 
village until her death and, retain-
ing an excellent memory, as an old 
lady still told splendid tales. Like 
many of her generation, she had a 
respect and affection both for the 
church and for the Montagu fami-
ly, as the local landowners. Pearl 
Pleydell Bouverie, a long serving 
church warden, was to become a 
colleague and a friend. Several 
members of the Montagu family 
visited her on her 100th birthday 
and, in a letter of condolence after 
her death, Robin Pleydell Bouverie 
wrote of how much his family had 
enjoyed her stories. 

Dorothy was already involved in 
the work of the church at the for-
mation of the parochial church 
council in 1939, when the parish 
ceased to be a peculiar and came 
under the diocese. So she was qual-
ified to become one of its founder 
councillors along with Pearl. Doro-
thy remained a member of the 
church council for the rest of her 
life, honoured by being retained in 
a non-acting capacity after she 
moved to Lymington. Altogether, 
she served under seven vicars. She 
was certainly not afraid to speak 
her mind in the council, in 1932 
opposing one clergyman’s sugges-
tion that there might be a mixed 
choir. And speaking at her memo-
rial service, an elderly cleric who 
knew her well as a long time family 
friend admitted that he had always 
called her Miss Burden – and never 
Dorothy!  

continued ... 
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… continued 

Many members will know the 
Beaulieu Record, a local history 
written by Captain Widnell, the 
former agent for the estate (1918-
1953). He wrote that she was 
‘steeped in the lore of Beaulieu’ and 
acknowledged the considerable 
amount of information that she had 
provided for his book. 

Dorothy Burden not only rescued 
the church accounts of 1702-1838 
(an important source for local histo-
ry) when the then vicar wanted to 
throw them out, but is also respon-
sible for the preservation of the 
triptych altarpiece by the artist 
Charles Sykes. This triptych was 
mounted above the high altar in 
Beaulieu Abbey Church for three 

decades in the early twentieth cen-
tury. Over time it had deteriorated 
and was removed. In 1946 Dorothy 
persuaded the church council that 

it should be kept, rather than de-
stroyed. Widnell wrote that it was 
burnt in the 1960s. However last 
year the triptych was found in a 
furniture depository in Lymington 
and has now been returned to the 
church [as reported in Newsletter 
No. 32]. This could never have hap-
pened if Dorothy had not argued 
that it be kept. 

The Beaulieu History Society has 
good reason to be grateful to Miss 
Dorothy Burden, woman of her 
times, for her keen sense of history 
and deep love of Beaulieu’s past. 

Anne Coles 

 

Dorothy with actor Jack Warner  

- Dixon of Dock Green -  

opening the Beaulieu Fete in 1976 

Alan Bartlett, a retired 
civil servant, spent 
many years in the 1960s 
and ‘70s studying the 
history of Beaulieu and 
the 8,000-acre Beaulieu 
Estate. The Estate was 
acquired by the Wri-
othesley family, later 
the Earls of Southamp-
ton, in 1538. Their de-
scendant, the late Ed-
ward, Lord Montagu 
commissioned Alan Bartlett to reorganise the Estate 
archive and write a history of Beaulieu in the Wri-
othesley period, which he completed in 1973. 

The book begins with an account of the last days of 
Beaulieu Abbey leading to the Dissolution and contin-
ues with the lives of the four Earls of Southampton, 
whose line died out with the death of the fourth Earl 
in 1667. Having no son, his three daughters divided 
up the Estate between them and the book continues 
the history until 1673, when the 4th Earl’s daughter 
Elizabeth married the first Duke of Montagu. 

The second part of the book is concerned with the to-
pography of the Estate and the lives of all who lived 
there -- the tenant farmers and farmworkers, the cler-
gymen, the shopkeepers and tradesmen. The social 
history of the times is brought vividly to life by using 
original letters, court and parish documents, wills and 

inventories; all the result 
of Bartlett’s research in 
the Palace House, Win-
chester and National Ar-
chives. 

Beaulieu in Tudor and Stu-
art Times has for a long 
time been used as a valu-
able resource by anyone 
studying local history. 
The book remained in 
typescript form until the 

Beaulieu History Society was given permission by the 
current Lord Montagu to publish it. 

~~~ 

If you would like to order a copy, please send a 
cheque for £20 plus £3.50 P&P to: Gillian Strathcarron, 
Secretary, Beaulieu History Society, Otterwood 
House, Beaulieu S042 7YS. 

Alternatively, please transfer £23.50 to Beaulieu Histo-
ry Society, sort code 20-53-53, account number 
90157031, putting BTST in the reference box and notify 
gillian.s@mac.com of the address to which the book(s) 
should be sent. 

Copies will also be available at History Society  
meetings. All enquiries please to Gillian Strathcarron, 
gillian.s@mac.com. 

A publication of the Beaulieu History Society  

Beaulieu in Tudor and Stuart Times 1500–1673  

by Alan Bartlett 

mailto:gillian.s@mac.com
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Edward Montague - A colourful character 

Anthony Norris reports: A few 
weeks ago I was contacted by Cyn-
thia Castain whose mother Eleanor 
Montague was born in Beaulieu. 
The baptismal certificate records 
that her parents were living at The 
Rookery, in Dock Lane, but that she 
was actually born in Abbey Gate 
Cottage, the home of the village 
nurse. Cynthia was interested in 
researching her grandfather and 
his short time in Beaulieu.  

Using local records I was able to 
tell Cynthia much about the fami-
ly’s short stay in Beaulieu, and she 
was able to tell me much about her 
family. And what an interesting 
story it turned out to be! 

In 1910, with Lord John Montagu, 
Edward Montague (more about the 
similarity of surnames later) 
formed The Terraform Syndicate 
Limited, a map-making and model-
ling  company. Lord John Montagu 
built a studio for the Company on 
the site of the old gas works in 
Dock Lane. Edward Montague, as 
an expert in map modelling, was 
also engaged as manager of the 
Company at a salary of £5 a week 
and a house rent free. This was The 
Rookery, also in Dock Lane and 
very close to the new studio.  

On Wednesday April 5th 1911 
there was a fire at the studio and 
despite the efforts of the newly 
formed Beaulieu Fire Brigade,  eve-
rything was destroyed. The photo-
graphic appliances in the studio 
were the latest and most up-to-
date, one lens alone costing £700, 
and the total loss was in the region 

of £15,000.  When the cause of the 
fire was investigated, Mr. Monta-
gue maintained that there had been 
problems with the electricity and 
on the night of the fire his electric 
lights at the Rookery had only 
worked intermittently. Following 
the fire a claim was made to the 
Insurance Company for some 25 
models, many of which were sub-
sequently found in Edward Monta-
gue’s possession. The suspicion 
was arson but it was never proven.  

What subsequently came to light 
was that Edward Montague had, 
unbeknown to Lord Montagu, 
opened offices in Southampton 
with a company name of Addes-
bourne & Co. He began to transfer 
items from the studio to his new 
offices and four days before the fire 
sent two boxes of models from 
Beaulieu Road Station to his offices 
in Southampton. Now, one of his 
pupils, William Draper, who was 
lodging at The Rookery, told his 
father, a Yorkshire vicar, who com-
municated this fact to Lord Monta-
gu. Inquiries were made, and when 
The Rookery was searched by the 
police two glass photographic neg-
atives were found. When these new 
offices in Southampton were 
searched, a lot of property identi-

fied as belonging to the syndicate 
was found.  

Edward Montague was charged 
with ‘feloniously stealing two glass 
photographic negatives, fifteen 
inches square, the property of the 
Terraform Syndicate Ltd.’ In July 
he was summonsed to appear at 
Hythe Petty Sessions and was ini-
tially kept in custody but subse-
quently released on bail. There are 
no newspaper reports of the result 
of the case though a report in No-
vember 1911 records that he did 
not appear for trial and ‘had gone 
to America’. 

 

 

… continued 

Edward Montague 

The Rookery 

The Diss Express, Friday April 14th 1911  

Sheffield Daily Telegraph  

Monday 17th July 1911 
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… continued 

The name Edward Montagu Mon-
tague as the tenant of the Rookery 
seemed rather too much of a co-
incidence and my suspicions were 
well-founded. The man who came 
to Beaulieu to set up business with 
Lord Montagu had quite a colour-
ful past.  This I discovered in con-
sultation with Cynthia.  

Apparently he went under a num-
ber of aliases, his name changing as 
he moved around the country.  It 
transpired that under the name of 
Edgar Antrobus Mackenzie he set 
up the Automobile Corporation 
and endeavoured to set up a motor 
omnibus service between Canter-

bury and Herne Bay.  In 1905 this 
company went bankrupt with lia-
bilities of £1373. I do not know of 
Lord John Montagu’s involvement 
in the Automobile Corporation but 
it is probable that Edgar Antrobus 
Mackenzie’s interest in the motor-
ing industry led to his meeting 
with Lord John Montagu.  

The circumstances by which Edgar 
Antrobus Mackenzie changed his 
name to Edward Montagu Monta-
gue and set up in partnership with 
Lord John Montagu are unclear but 
he was able to convince Lord John 
of his skills in map making and 
modelling enough to persuade him 
to set up the Terraform Syndicate 
in Beaulieu. Perhaps in changing 

his name he was trying to impress 
his new partner, or perhaps he 
changed his name prior to meeting 
Lord John Montagu and used it to 
influence Lord John Montagu’s 
decision to join the syndicate.  

We believe that Edward Montagu 
Montague travelled to America to 
avoid sentence and by 1914 he was 
living in the United States under 
the name of James Tilworth Ed-
wards. He continued making 3D 
maps and models for various pur-
poses. He was said to have become 
a well-respected successful busi-
nessman who died in Los Angeles 
in 1959.   

Anthony Norris 

Charles Sykes - Artist 

Ken Robinson, lead presenter in 
the talk on Charles Sykes in April 
2018, talks of his researches into 
the artist’s association with Beau-
lieu. 

Beaulieu History Society members 
know very well that ‘history is fas-
cinating’.  I am a ‘new boy’; at 
school, history was almost my 
weakest subject – all those dates, 
places long gone and names of 
people long dead.  Failing to learn 
by rote the Kings and Queens of 
England was the nadir.  50 years 
ago, when I came to live and work 
at Beaulieu, my interest in history 
was transformed, as I began to dis-
cover the heritage of Beaulieu…
from monastic days forward.   

At first, my office was in Palace 
House, where I had frequent con-
tact with Captain Widnell, and ini-
tiated the organisation of his accu-
mulated Estate archive.  The gold-
en thread that began to weave my 
interest in history was all things 
associated with the Montagu pat-
ronage of this almost timeless area 
of England, and the invention and 
development  of the motor car 
which Lord Edward Montagu rec-
ognised and curated throughout 
his life. 

Every time Lord 
Montagu and I 
met to discuss the 
visitor business, a 
very beautiful 
bronze statue of 
Adam and Eve 
was on his desk or 
the nearby ledge.   

The sculptor was 
Charles Sykes, 
who Lord John 
Montagu had en-

gaged as his illustrator on The Car 
Illustrated magazine, from its pub-
lication in 1902.  His choice of this 
very talented artist was to chroni-
cle and literally shape the evolu-
tion of ‘horseless carriages’, and to 
inspire the stylistic refinements 
that have been associated with the 
most glamourous and dynamic 
vehicles ever since.   

I had not appreciated that the three 
finest motorists in England’s 1000 
Mile Trial in 1900 had been C S 
Rolls – Motor dealer – 1st, Claude 
Johnson – Secretary of the Automo-
bile Club (later RAC, after which 
he became the managing director 
of Rolls Royce) 2nd, and John Mon-
tagu who finished 3rd.  John then 
employed Claude’s former Assis-
tant, Eleanor Thornton, who there-
after became his close companion 
until her death in 1915 when trav-
elling with John aboard the S.S. 
Persia, which was sunk by a Ger-
man U-boat.  John and Eleanor had 
a daughter, and John commemo-
rated Eleanor’s death with the 
plaque mounted on the east wall in 
Beaulieu Church, alongside the 
Montagu family pew. 

continued ... 
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… continued 

Charles Sykes was inspired by 
Eleanor, as the model for many 
of his sculptures, illustrations 
and paintings.  He produced a 
dramatic trophy for Lord Mon-
tagu which clearly reflects his 
appreciation of the spirit of 
motoring and the female form. 

Sykes was asked by Claude 
Johnson to illustrate the first 
Rolls Royce catalogue, which 
he did with greatly admired 
images of the cars in various 
settings, including one which 
depicted Lord John’s shooting 
on the Beaulieu Estate. 

This was so well received 
that Sykes was commis-
sioned to produce what 
was to become his most 
famous work, a mascot of 
the highest quality to be 
placed on every Rolls 
Royce Motor car.  Elea-
nor modelled for what 
has since become known 
as ‘The Spirit of Ecstasy’.  
After I completed my 
researches for the BHS 
Charles Sykes presenta-
tion, I came to appreciate 
that Sykes had created 

what was to become, 
apart from religious 
iconography, the 
most famous statue 
in the world. 

Charles Sykes artistic 
works were prolific, 
and apart from his 
work for John Mon-
tagu reflecting the 
Motor Car, his later 
works as a commer-
cial artist were very 
varied. 

There was however 
another aspect to his 
art that was very 
prominently placed 
at Beaulieu. This was 
his altar triptych that was for many years placed above 
the altar in the Abbey Church, and is to be restored for 
occasional display in future, and his statue of the Ma-

donna and Child that is in 
place high on the south 
wall of Palace House. 

Members and guests who 
attended my talk in the 
Abbey Church were able 
to see a selection of Sykes 
finest works displayed 
there, by kind permission 
of Lord Montagu. As with 
so much of Beaulieu’s 
very rich history, most of 
these objects and illustra-
tions can be seen in situ 
today – and due to the 
family’s absolute commit-
ment to retaining and 
making accessible these 
items, they will be there 

be discovered and enjoyed by more people in the fu-
ture, especially those like me who didn’t think history 
could be so fascinating. 

Ken Robinson 
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